United Kingdom

Surface: 244 110 square kilometres.

Nature geography: highest summit: Ben Nevis (1 344 m), longest watercourse: Thames (340 km).

Form of government: constitutional monarchy and parliamentary democracy with several political parties and a legislative convention with two chambers. 

Biggest cities: London (capital) 6 500 000; Manchester 1 700 000; Birmingham 1 400 000; Liverpool 1 100 000; Glasgow 750 000  

Ethnic combination: White 91,9 %; colored Caribbians 0,9 %; colored Africans 0,4 %; Indians 1,5 %; others 5,3 %

Religious combination: Anglicans 56,8 %; Roman Catholics 13,1 %; non-religious 8,8 %; Scottish Presbyterians 7,0 %; Muslims 1,4 %; Jews 0,8 %; others 12,1 %

Currency: 1 pound sterling (GBP) = 100 pence

Economy: gross national product per habitant: US $ 18 060 (1993)

Primary resources: natural gases, tourism, financial services, coal, oil.

(* These statistics were current back in 1996)

Great Britain is situated in the Atlantic Ocean off the European continent. It consists of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The inhabitants of these four national regions descend from the people that conquered the land and settled down several hundreds of years ago. After the 2nd World War Great Britain has also become the new home for innumerable immigrants from, among others, India, Pakistan and the West Indies. This has been a conducive factor in Great Britains multi-cultural evolution. In the 19th century Great Britain was a highly industrialised nation with a vast empire; two world wars and liquefaction of the empire have caused a dramatical change. Nowadays, when mineral supplies are almost run-out, the economy has to rely on the service sector and tourism along with commerce with other states in the European Union. Prime minister of Great Britain is, at the moment, labour representative Tony Blair and the current monarch is Queen Elizabeth II. Great Britain has, and has always had, a certain stance on different international matters: For instance they were late to join the EU (1973). They do not want to conclude the EMU-pact. Together with Russia, China, France and the U. S. A. Great Britain is also a member of the "Permanent Five" of the UN Security Council. 

England is formally a kingdom but really a region within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The word England however is mostly misused in daily speech for the country Great Britain. The region occupies the southern and larger part of the main island including the Isle of Man. The population is highly concentrated in England. Roughly 80 % of Great Britain’s population live in England and of these four out of five live in cities. Except Greater London with about 11,8 million inhabitants there are six other city regions with populations between 1 - 2,5 millions. This makes England one of the worlds most densly populated regions. England has a history of many invasions and conquests, in fact the name England comes from the Angles who were a Germanic tribe that invaded England in the fifth century. In 1707 England was united with Scotland and Wales and formed Great Britain together with a conquered Ireland.

The majority of Wales faces southern Ireland across the Irish Sea. Its population is about 2,9 millions. Wales is a bi-lingual nation which means that there are more than one language spoken, in this case English and Welsh. About 20 % of the population speak Welsh with the highest concentration in the western and the northwestern parts. Most of Wales population is concentrated in the southern cities, a tenth live in Cardiff, the capital since 1955. Other big cities are Swansea and Newport. All three of these cities were once major seaports which at their peak exported millions of tons of coal, iron and steel to all four  corners of the world. To the north and to the west of the valley areas Wales is revealed in its true beauty as a land of rolling hills, awesome mountains and rugged coast-lines. Throughout Wales particularely along the northern fringe the landscape is dotted with castles, clinging to rocky cliffs. The people of Wales are very nationalistic and in 1997 a referendum produced a small majority in favour of setting up a democratically elected assembly to look after their affairs.  

Scotland is a big part of the kingdom of Great Britain, occupying the northern third of the island. Clans, the traditional keystone of Scottish society, are no longer powerful. Originally, the clan, a grouping of an entire family with one head, or laird, was also important as a fighting unit. The solidarity associated with clan membership has been expanded into a strong national pride. As a geopolitical entity Scotland includes 186 nearby islands, a majority of which are contained in three groups namely, the Hebrides, also known as the Western Islands; the Orkney Islands; and the Shetland Islands. Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland as well as a major industrial area and seaport. The people of Scotland, like those of Great Britain in general, are descendants of various racial stocks, including the Picts, Celts, Scandinavians, and Romans. The Church of Scotland, a Presbyterian denomination, is the official state church. The Roman Catholic church is second in importance.

